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2017
Investments 
into British 
Columbia’s life 
sciences sector

Date Company/organization Type of investment Amount (CAD)

March Aurinia Pharmaceuticals Inc. Aurinia prices US$150.5 million public offering of common 
shares 

$202.9 million

March Aequus Pharmaceuticals Inc. Aequus raises US$5.2 million $6.9 million

April DelMar Pharmaceuticals Inc. DelMar announces pricing of US$9 million public offering $12 million

June Eloxx Pharmaceuticals Inc. Eloxx receives US$5 million investment from Quark 
Venture and GF Securities

$6.8 million

June PHEMI PHEMI closes US$10 million venture capital financing $13.5 million

June Evasc Neurovascular Enterprises ULC Evasc Neurovascular announces closing of US$10 million 
venture financing

$13.5 million

August Sitka Biopharma Inc. Sitka Biopharma receives $2.4 million seed investment $2.4 million

September DelMar Pharmaceuticals Inc. DelMar announces closing of US$10 million $12.4 million

October RepliCel Life Sciences RepliCel Life Sciences successfully closes financing $1.2 million

October Arbutus Biopharma Corp. Arbutus to receive US$116 million strategic investment 
from Roivant Sciences

$144.7 million

November Zymeworks Inc. US$50 million�upfront licence fee paid to Zymeworks for 
up to six bispecific programs

$64.3 million

December Aequus Pharmaceuticals Inc. Aequus announces issuance of stock options $500,000 

December ARTMS Products ARTMS Products raises $3 million to locally produce 
medical isotopes

$3 million

Total $480.7 million

|  ��



GENOmE BRITISH COLUmbIA AWARD FOR ScIENTIFIc EXcELLENcE
DR. SALLY AITKEN
Dr. Sally Aitken is a professor and associate 
dean, research and innovation, in the faculty 
of forestry at the University of British Col-
umbia (UBC), and director of the Centre for 
Forest Conservation Genetics. She obtained 
her undergraduate degree in forest resource 
management from UBC and her M.Sc. and PhD 
in forest genetics from the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley. Prior to returning to UBC as 
a Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
of Canada Industry Chair in Population Genetics, she 
was a research assistant professor in the department 
of forest science at Oregon State University. 

Her team�s research integrates genomic, phenotypic 
and climatic data to understand the processes driving 
adaptation to climate in trees, and develops tools 
for reforesting, managing and conserving trees in a 
changing climate. She has led two multi-institutional, 
large-scale applied research projects funded by Gen-
ome Canada and Genome BC focused on developing 
genomic approaches, tools and policy recommen-
dations for reforestation and tree breeding for new 
climates. She works closely with collaborators in the 
B.C. Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 

Operations and Rural Development and other 
government agencies to ensure that these pro-
jects produce meaningful applications in forest 
management as well as scientific advances. In 
addition to studying common tree species im-
portant for forestry, her group has conducted 
conservation genetics research on ecologically 
important species including Garry oak and the 
endangered whitebark pine and has sought to 

better understand the basic evolutionary dynamics 
of long-lived conifer species. 

Dr. Aitken has authored more than ��� scientific 
publications and a textbook entitled Conservation and 
the Genetics of Populations. Her team�s research has 
been featured in Science, the New York Times, Scien-
tific American and The Walrus magazine, as well as on 
CBC�s The National and Quirks & Quarks. She received 
the Canadian Forestry Scientific Achievement Award 
in ����, the UBC Killam Teaching Prize in ���� and 
the International Union of Forest Research Organ-
izations� Scientific Achievement Award in ����. She 
was named a Wall Scholar in the Peter Wall Institute 
for Advanced Studies in ���� and was elected a fellow 
of the Royal Society of Canada in ����.

LifeSciences BC is pleased to announce the recipients of the 20th annual LifeSciences BC 

Awards, presented by Farris. These awards are presented annually in recognition of the 

signi�cant achievements of talented individuals and organizations that embody the life 

science community of British Columbia. Our award winners exemplify the full spectrum 

from discovery to commercialization and underscore the full breadth and depth of 

knowledge that impacts the B.C. bio-economy. 

LIFESCIENCES BC ANNOUNCES 
2018 ANNUAL AWARd WINNERS

THE 2018 LIFEScIENcES BC AWARD WINNERS ARE:

Dr. Sally Aitken Genome British Columbia Award for Scienti�c Excellence

Dr. David Huntsman Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research � Aubrey J. Tingle Prize

Dr. Michael Abrams Milton Wong Award for Leadership

AbCellera Biologics Inc. Growth Stage Life Sciences Company of the Year

StarFish Medical Inc. Strategic Life Sciences Partner of the Year

Zymeworks Inc. Deal of the Year

Redlen Technologies Inc. Medtech Company of the Year

BioLytical Laboratories Inc. Growth Stage Medtech Company of the Year

Aurinia Pharmaceuticals Inc. LifeSciences Company of the Year

Drs. Allen and Connie Eaves Dr. Don Rix Award for Lifetime Achievement

About LifeSciences BC
LifeSciences BC is a non-profit in-
dustry association that supports 
and represents the life science com-
munity of British Columbia through 
leadership, investment, advocacy 
and promotion of our world-class 
life science community. LifeSciences 
BC undertakes numerous initiatives 
including local, national and inter-
national partnerships, helping to 
faci l itate investment and global 
partnering opportunities while nur-
turing economic development in B.C. 
through the life sciences industry.

DR. LEsLEy 
EsFoRD  |   
PRESIDENT, 
LIFEScIENcES BC

We are living in a 
dynamic age with 
health innovation 
and medical 
advancements 
happening at 
breathtaking 
speed. In B.C. we 
are extremely 
fortunate to 
be a fertile 
ground for that 
advancement
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MIcHAEL SmITH FOUNDATION FOR HEALTH RESEARcH – AUbREY J. TINGLE PRIZE
DR. DAVID HUNTSmAN
Dr. David Huntsman is a professor of the departments of path-
ology and laboratory medicine and obstetrics and gynecology at 
the University of British Columbia, the Dr. Chew Wei Memorial 
Professor of Gynecologic Oncology and the Canada Research 
Chair in Molecular and Genomic Pathology. He directs OVCARE, 
B.C.�s multidisciplinary ovarian cancer research team, and 
conducts his research at the BC Cancer Agency and Vancouver 
General Hospital.

In addition to providing most of the data that underpins the 
management of hereditary gastric cancer, Dr. Huntsman�s research 
has led to the development of predictive and prognostic tissue-based 
cancer biomarkers for ovarian cancer and a wide variety of other tu-
mour types. His team created a blueprint for subtype-specific ovarian 
cancer control and have been leaders in the application of novel genomic 
technologies to better prevent, diagnose and treat ovarian cancer. Spe-
cifically, next-generation sequencing was used to discover the key driver 

mutations in granulosa cell and Sertoli-Leydig cell tumours 
as well as clear cell, endometrioid and small cell carcinomas. 
These discoveries are being translated into improved diagnos-
tics and treatment strategies. Based on research into precursor 
lesions, the OVCARE team has implemented a population-based 
prevention strategy for ovarian cancer that includes opportun-
istic salpingectomy and more pervasive genetic screening. Dr. 
Huntsman�s most recent research has focused on the cellular 
origins of clear cell and endometrioid ovarian carcinomas, the 

role of somatic mutations in the development of endometriosis and the 
transformation of endometriosis into these cancers. 

Collaboration and entrepreneurship are both critical ingredients of 
clinically relevant research. To that end, Dr. Huntsman leads several 
Canadian and international collaborative networks and recently founded 
a company, Contextual Genomics, to increase the clinical and economic 
impact of his work.

MILTON WONG AWARD FOR LEADERSHIp
DR. MIcHAEL AbRAmS
Dr. Michael Abrams has been active in pharmaceutical discovery 
and development for over �� years. He grew up in Long Island, 
New York, and has a BA in chemistry from Bowdoin College in 
Brunswick, Maine, and a PhD in chemistry from the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). While at MIT, he was a 
co-inventor on three patents that led to the development of the 
radiopharmaceutical Cardiolite. In recognition of this work, 
he was a co-recipient of the Society of Nuclear Medicine Georg 
Charles de Hevesy Nuclear Pioneer Award in ����.

In ���� Dr. Abrams received a NATO fellowship to conduct medicinal 
inorganic chemistry research at McMaster University in Hamilton, On-
tario, and afterwards joined the biomedical research group of Johnson 
Matthey in ����. Over �� years he became the worldwide manager of 
that group, and in ���� he led the venture-capital-funded spinoff of 
its biomedical assets to form AnorMED Inc. in Langley, B.C. He led 
AnorMED as president and CEO for �� years. The company went public 

in ���� and was acquired by Genzyme for $��� million in ����.
In ���� Dr. Abrams joined Inimex Pharmaceuticals in Bur-

naby, B.C., as president and CEO. Under his leadership, Inimex 
identified a clinical indication (mucositis) for its lead drug can-
didate, IMX ���, and was acquired by the U.S.-based company 
Soligenix. In late ����, Soligenix announced positive Phase � 
results in prevention of mucositis in cancer patients with the 
Inimex drug, now called SGX���.

More recently, Dr. Abrams served as chief innovation officer for 
CDRD Ventures Inc. (����-��) and as chief discovery officer for Tekmira 
Pharmaceuticals (����-��), now Arbutus Biopharma. He joined Cuprous 
Pharmaceuticals, a Vancouver-based startup focused on novel drug 
formulation technology, in January ���� as vice-president of research. 
He is currently chair of the ViDA Therapeutics scientific advisory board, 
a member of the investment advisory board for Accel-Rx and a director 
for Anandia Labs, Symvivo and TRIUMF Innovations.

DR. DON RIX AWARD FOR LIFETImE AcHIEVEmENT
DR. CONNIE J. EAVES AND DR. ALLEN C. EAVES
Dr. Connie Eaves, PhD, FRS (Canada) and correspond-
ing FRS (Edinburgh), is a distinguished scientist at the 
Terry Fox Laboratory and the BC Cancer Agency, and 
a professor in the departments of medical genetics, 
medicine, and pathology and laboratory medicine at the 
University of British Columbia (UBC). She holds a BA in 
biology and chemistry and an M.Sc. in genetics from 
Queen�s University in Kingston, Ontario, and a PhD in 
immunology from the University of Manchester in the U.K. Following 
post-doctoral training in experimental hematology at the Ontario 
Cancer Institute under Dr. James Till, she joined the faculty of the BC 
Cancer Agency and UBC. 

In ����, she and her husband, Dr. Allen Eaves, co-founded the Terry 
Fox Laboratory at the BC Cancer Agency and together built an inter-
nationally recognized research program in normal and cancer stem cell 
biology, human leukemia, and normal and malignant breast stem cell 
biology. She has published more than ��� papers and has a long track 
record as a global scientific leader and conscientious mentor of trainees 
at all levels. She has also been a contributor to science policy and de-
velopment in Canada and abroad and has received numerous national 
and international awards for her many accomplishments.

Dr. Allen Eaves, OBC, MD, PhD, FRCPC, was the founding 
director of the Terry Fox Laboratory for Cancer Research 
for �� years (����-����) and head of clinical hematology 
at UBC for �� years (����-����). Currently professor 
emeritus of hematology at UBC since ����, he has de-
voted himself to building Stemcell Technologies Inc., a 
company he founded in ���� to provide standardized tis-
sue culture reagents for regenerative medicine and those 

doing cancer and immunological research. Stemcell is now Canada�s 
largest biotech company, with over �,��� employees and a global network 
of sales offices and distribution centres serving thousands of customers. 

Dr. Eaves has published over ��� papers in leading peer-reviewed 
scientific journals. He has been elected president of the International 
Society for Cellular Therapy; president of the American Society for Blood 
and Marrow Transplantation; founding treasurer of the Foundation for 
the Accreditation of Cellular Therapy; and has been a member of Health 
Canada�s Expert Working Group on the Safety of Organs and Tissues 
for Transplantation. He sits on the boards of the Canadian Stem Cell 
Network, the Canadian Stem Cell Foundation, the Centre for Commer-
cialization of Regenerative Medicine and the Banff International Research 
Station for Mathematical Innovation and Discovery.
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GROWTH STAGE LIFE ScIENcES COmpANY OF YEAR
AbCELLERA BIOLOGIcS INc. 

�We believe that scientific innovation can change the world. 
Through innovative technology and strong partnerships, our 
impact is limitless.�

With the world�s leading technology for screening and map-
ping of natural immune responses, AbCellera tests antibodies from 
single B cells at depths of millions of cells per day, unlocking the power 
of natural immunity to discover the next generation of antibody ther-
apies. Through optimized immunizations and ultra-deep screening 
with direct cell-binding assays, AbCellera provides industry-leading 

antibody discovery against G-protein-coupled receptors and 
ion channels. 

By deep mining and functional profiling of human samples, 
AbCellera discovers rare antibodies against viral and bacterial 

pathogens and enables rational design of new vaccines. Direct screen-
ing of single cells eliminates the need for species-specific fusion part-
ners. This provides access to any natural immune responses to obtain 
greater diversity and enables the discovery of veterinary biologics 
therapeutics with matching species.

LIFEScIENcES COmpANY OF THE YEAR
AURINIA PHARmAcEUTIcALS INc. 
Aurinia is a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company focused 
on developing and commercializing therapies in disease areas 
of high unmet medical need. 

It is currently developing voclosporin, an investigational 
drug, for the treatment of lupus nephritis, focal segmental glomeru-
larsclerosis and minimal change disease. Additionally, it is advancing 
voclosporin ophthalmic solution, a topic formulation for the treatment 

of dry eye syndrome. 
Aurinia�s highly skilled leadership team has a proven track 

record of success. Together they possess more than ��� years 
of combined corporate and industry-specific experience. The 

company�s strategy leverages the skills and knowledge of its team�s 
extensive clinical experience in the treatment of renal diseases and 
autoimmune diseases such as lupus nephritis.

GROWTH STAGE MEDTEcH COmpANY OF THE YEAR
BIOLYTIcAL LAbORATORIES INc. 
BioLytical Laboratories Inc., based in Richmond, B.C., is a 
privately owned Canadian company that was federally in-
corporated in ����. Today, the company sells and markets 
its INSTI rapid diagnostic test product line, including its unique HIV 
test supported by worldwide regulatory approvals in the U.S., Canada, 
European Union and other areas that accept the CE certification. 

BioLytical�s product line provides highly accurate test results in as 

little as �� seconds, which translates into a compelling value 
proposition for patients, health-care professionals, payers and 
public health organizations. It has an active R&D program, 

and its pipeline includes INSTI tests for diseases such as hepatitis C 
and Ebola. The company also provides contract services to adapt the 
INSTI platform to meet custom functional and technical diagnostic 
testing requirements.

MEDTEcH COmpANY OF THE YEAR
REDLEN TEcHNOLOGIES INc. 
Redlen Technologies is a leading manufacturer of high-reso-
lution cadmium zinc telluride (CZT) semiconductor radiation 
detectors, which are enabling a new generation of high-per-
formance detection and imaging equipment including in nuclear 
cardiology, CT scanning, baggage scanning and dirty bomb detection.

Having successfully pioneered a breakthrough production process for 
manufacturing advanced CZT semiconductor wafers with its proprietary 
Traveling Heater Method (THM) technology, Redlen is revolutionizing 

the performance, cost and availability of radiation detection and 
imaging � enabling the widespread adoption of this technology 
for the medical and security markets.

With its industry-leading CZT growth technology, pioneered 
by a management and technical team that is deeply rooted in semi-
conductor and imaging technology, Redlen is changing the landscape 
for high-performance, cost-effective radiation-based medical and 
security imaging equipment.

STRATEGIc LIFE ScIENcES PARTNER OF THE YEAR AWARD
STARFISH MEDIcAL INc.
Over �� years ago, StarFish Medical set out to build a company 
dedicated to creating world-class medical devices. 

StarFish Medical is Canada�s largest medical device design, 
development and contract manufacturing company. It helps 
med-tech innovators throughout North America overcome challenging 
technology obstacles to create breakthrough products that improve 

health and save lives. 
Today�s StarFish Medical is a leading service provider and 

medical device design company with a full complement of de-
sign, development and manufacturing services. It successfully 

partners with innovative companies (both large and small) to create 
breakthrough products for many medical specialty areas.

DEAL OF THE YEAR
ZYmEWORKS INc.
Zymeworks is a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company 
dedicated to the discovery, development and commercialization 
of next-generation multifunctional biotherapeutics, initially 
focused on the treatment of cancer. 

Zymeworks� suite of complementary therapeutic platforms and its 
fully integrated drug development engine provide the flexibility and 
compatibility to precisely engineer and develop highly differentiated 
product candidates.

Zymeworks� lead product candidate, ZW��, is a novel bis-
pecific antibody currently being evaluated in an adaptive Phase 
� clinical trial. The company is also advancing a deep pipeline 

of preclinical product candidates and discovery-stage programs in 
immuno-oncology and other therapeutic areas. In addition to Zyme-
works� wholly owned pipeline, its therapeutic platforms have been 
further leveraged through multiple strategic partnerships with global 
biopharmaceutical companies.
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