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Life Sciences British Columbia is a not-for-

profit, non-government industry association 

that supports and represents the life 

sciences community of B.C. through 

numerous initiatives at the local, national 

and international level. We nurture 

economic development in the province 

through leadership; facilitation of 

investment and partnering; advocacy; and 

promotion of our world-class life sciences 

industry. 



Introduction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Hurlburt, President & CEO, Life Sciences BC 

 

 

Life Sciences BC is extremely proud to lead the BC delegation to BIO Digital with our members who exemplify the world-class biotech 

research and innovation at work in our province. British Columbia is home to Canada’s fastest growing life sciences sector with over 1,000 life 

sciences companies, offering enormous potential for partners and investors. We invite you to connect with these companies to ride our wave, 

climb aboard, join our momentum. 

The companies listed within this brochure cover a broad spectrum of biotech innovation and excellence, from our world renown antibody 

discovery platforms through targeted therapeutics development to real-time motion assessment and local drug delivery models. We are 

showcasing a strong presence in the fields of immunology, regenerative medicine and surgery, oncology, and chronic and infectious disease 

therapeutics. Our companies support research through cell culture platforms and by offering business development services. 

Our LSBC 2018 report on the sector showed more than 17,300 jobs at 1,120 companies.  Over the last year, British Columba has experienced 

exponential growth, attracting over $2B of capital. Three years on and we’re still growing. 

We’re home to four of Canada’s largest life sciences companies and the country’s biggest biotech employer. Not only is our province a prime 

location for life sciences research and development but it also attracts and retains highly skilled talent. With excellent public infrastructure and 

a well-supported research ecosystem, the BC life sciences sector thrives. It’s helping to drive economic recovery and competitiveness in 

addition to contributing meaningfully to global health. 

BC is home to a thriving and vibrant life sciences sector that has shown incredible ability to pivot, not panic over the last year. To echo 

Minister Kahlon, our member companies, as well as BC, are open for business and a bright future. We would love to welcome you ‘home’ 

here too. 



 

 

 

 

 

Honourable Ravi Kahlon, Minister of Jobs, Economic Recovery and Innovation, 

The Government of British Columbia 

 

British Columbia (B.C.) is home to a fast-growing, dynamic, world-renowned life sciences and biotech community. COVID-19 highlighted the 

importance of the sector as the world battled the pandemic. Companies that rose to the challenge include Vancouver-based AbCellera 

Biologics that has developed over 30 antibody discovery programs and has received interim approval for an antibody treatment for COVID-

19. Another leading life sciences company that got its start in B.C. is world class Precision NanoSystems that helped develop a messenger 

RNA vaccine for COVID-19. The companies at the B.C. Showcase for BIO Digital are part of the hundreds of B.C.-based life sciences 

companies at the forefront of scientific excellence in clinical research testing, medical devices and biopharmaceuticals, and they are ready for 

collaboration, partnerships and investors. People are at the core of this top performing sector. People create companies, they lead research, 

they come up with innovative ideas and improve them. Our government is investing $47.5 million to help thousands of people upskill or 

reskill, so that we can sustain a world-leading, high-performing talent pool. People are British Columbia’s greatest value proposition. We are 

also proud of our internationally recognized research hospitals and universities that partner with over 50 research centres, including several 

centres of excellence. The result? We are a leading research and development hub at the forefront of innovation offering a dynamic, 

collaborative network for researchers. Since the start of the pandemic, the B.C. government has delivered significant supports for people and 

businesses to protect their health and livelihoods, while investing in stronger communities and a brighter future. Overall, the B.C. government 

has provided, per capita, the most direct support for people, businesses and communities in the country. Now, B.C.’s Restart Plan is driving us 

toward a stronger, inclusive, innovative and sustainable economy. To position the province as a front-runner in the post-pandemic economy, 

we launched InBC, a first-of-its-kind $500-million strategic investment fund to help grow innovation, attract investment and create jobs, while 

ensuring B.C. remains competitive. British Columbia is working to foster a favourable environment for national and international investment 

and business development. We offer numerous initiatives and programs to develop talent and intellectual property, drive innovation and 

create jobs in British Columbia. I encourage you to make connections, explore your options, and discover what British Columbia has to offer. 

Reach out to Life Sciences BC or to individual businesses to find out more. You can also visit britishcolumbia.ca for trade and investment 

information. B.C. is open for business. Come work, grow your companies and invest here! 



AbCellera Biologics 

 

  adMare Bioinnovations 
    

AbCellera is a technology company that searches, 
decodes, and analyzes natural immune systems to find 
antibodies that its partners can develop into drugs to 
prevent and treat disease. AbCellera partners with drug 
developers of all sizes, from large pharmaceutical to 
small biotechnology companies, empowering them to 
move quickly, reduce cost, and tackle the toughest 
problems in drug development. 

adMare BioInnovations is Canada’s global life sciences 
venture, building the Canadian life sciences industry 
from sea to sea. We do this by sourcing therapeutically 
and commercially promising research from leading 
academic and biotech partners to create new 
companies of scale, providing specialized expertise, 
infrastructure, and capital to help existing companies 
scale up, and driving the growth of those companies 
into Canadian anchors by training the next generation of 
highly qualified personnel. adMare’s ~20 portfolio 
companies have attracted more than $1.15B of 
investment, and have a combined worth of over $2.3B. 

  
 

 

 

 
 

     
 

     
   

BIO Digital Goal 
 

AbCellera is looking forward to connecting with 
innovative biotech and pharma partners that want to 
break bottlenecks in antibody discovery, together. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.abcellera.com
https://twitter.com/abcellerabio
https://www.linkedin.com/company/abcellera
https://www.admarebio.com/
https://twitter.com/admare_bio
https://www.linkedin.com/company/admare-bioinnovations/


ARC Medical Devices 

 

  Aspect Biosystems 
    

ARC Medical Devices Inc. is a privately held Canadian 
Corporation located in Vancouver, B.C. Founded in 
2010, ARC is committed to improving quality of life for 
people who have undergone surgery by developing a 
safer and more effective medical device that prevents 
the formation of surgical adhesions. ARC’s first product 
was launched in the equine vet market in September 
2013. The Company is developing a human product for 
multiple potential surgical indications. 

Aspect Biosystems is a biotechnology company creating 
bioprinted therapeutics as medicines of the future. 
Aspect is applying its microfluidic 3D bioprinting 
technology internally to develop these advanced cell 
therapies and partnering with leading researchers and 
industry innovators worldwide to tackle the biggest 
challenges in regenerative medicine. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

   
 
 

 

     
   

BIO Digital Goal BIO Digital Goal 

ARC Medical Devices is looking forward to introducing 
their story to potential strategic partners and investors. 
 

Aspect Biosystems is looking forward to discussing 
partnerships and strategic investment opportunities. 

 

https://www.arcmedicaldevices.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/arc-medical-devices-inc./
https://www.aspectbiosystems.com/
https://twitter.com/aspectbiosys
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aspect-biosystems


Aurinia Pharmaceuticals U.S., 
Inc. 

 

  Bold Therapeutics 

 
    

Aurinia Pharmaceuticals is a fully integrated 
biopharmaceutical company focused on delivering 
therapies to treat targeted patient populations that are 
impacted by serious diseases with a high unmet medical 
need. The Company introduced and is commercializing 
the first U.S. FDA-approved oral therapy for the 
treatment of adult patients with active lupus nephritis 
(LN). The Company’s head office is in Victoria, British 
Columbia, its U.S. commercial hub is in Rockville, 
Maryland, and the Company focuses its development 
efforts globally. 

Bold Therapeutics is a clinical-stage biopharma 
company based in Vancouver founded in 2018 to 
develop and commercialize BOLD-100, a first-in-class 
small molecule therapeutic with applications in both 
oncology and infectious disease. BOLD-100 is a 
ruthenium-based small molecule therapeutic with a 
multimodal pro-apoptotic mechanism-of-action that 
alters the unfolded protein response through selective 
GRP78 inhibition. A Phase 1/2 clinical study is ongoing 
in combination with FOLFOX in the treatment of gastric, 
pancreatic, colorectal and cholangial cancer. 

 
  

 
  
 

     
 
 

 

   
   

BIO Digital Goal BIO Digital Goal 

Aurinia Pharmaceuticals U.S., Inc. is seeking 
collaborative opportunities to bring much needed 
treatments to patients suffering from less common 
diseases. They are primarily interested in building their 
pipeline of innovative products. 

Bold Therapeutics is actively looking for both investors 
and development partners at BIO Digital. The company 
is soliciting investment for its USD$30M Series B round, 
which is opening in 2021, and looking for geographic 
development licensing partners. 

  

https://www.auriniapharma.com/
https://twitter.com/auriniapharma
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aurinia-pharmaceuticals
https://www.bold-therapeutics.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bold-therapeutics-inc/


Chinook Therapeutics 

 

  Fusion Genomics 

     

Chinook Therapeutics is a clinical-stage 
biopharmaceutical company developing precision 
medicines for kidney diseases. Chinook’s lead program 
is atrasentan, a phase 3 endothelin receptor antagonist 
in development for IgA nephropathy and other 
proteinuric glomerular diseases. BION-1301, a phase 
1/2 anti-APRIL monoclonal antibody is being evaluated 
for IgA nephropathy. Chinook is also advancing CHK-
336, an oral small molecule LDHA inhibitor for primary 
hyperoxaluria, as well as research programs for other 
rare, severe chronic kidney diseases. 

Fusion Genomics aims to take “undiagnosed infection” 
out of medical vocabulary through advanced genomic 
technologies. In the US alone, approximately 8 million 
patients with undiagnosed (idiopathic) infections are 
admitted to hospitals every year. The failure of current 
molecular methods to diagnose these infections leads 
to ineffective treatment, increased disease burden, 
mortality, hospitalizations, and antibiotic resistance. This 
problem results in direct hospitalization costs of more 
than $27 billion in total, with an additional $24 billion 
lost due to antibiotic resistance. 

  

 
 

 

     
 

 

 

     
   

BIO Digital Goal BIO Digital Goal 

Chinook is building the leading pipeline of precision 
medicines for kidney disease and looking to partner with 
academic researchers and other companies to discover, 
develop, and commercialize precision kidney disease 
medicines. Reach out to them to discuss potential 
collaboration and licensing opportunities for any 
research or clinical programs. 

 

Fusion Genomics wants to introduce their product and 
raise venture capital.  

 

 

https://www.chinooktx.com/
https://twitter.com/chinooktx
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chinook-therapeutics-inc/
http://www.fusiongenomics.com/
https://twitter.com/fusiongenomics
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fusion-genomics


ImmunoPrecise Antibodies   InMed Pharmaceuticals 
     

ImmunoPrecise and its subsidiary Talem Therapeutics 
are focused on the discovery and development of next-
generation, fully-human, monoclonal therapeutic 
antibodies to target multiple disease indications. Talem 
aims to accelerate novel, high-value, therapeutic 
antibody treatments to the clinic by leveraging direct 
access to ImmunoPrecise’s proprietary antibody 
discovery platforms and innovative technologies to 
rapidly develop products with greater chances of 
success. Talem has created a diverse internal pipeline 
and is open for flexible partnership & out-licensing 
opportunities. 

InMed is a clinical-stage company developing a pipeline 
of cannabinoid-based pharmaceutical drug candidates, 
initially focused on the therapeutic benefits of 
cannabinol (CBN), in diseases with high unmet medical 
need. The Company is dedicated to delivering new 
therapeutic alternatives to patients that may benefit 
from cannabinoid-based pharmaceutical drugs. 

  
 
 

  

     

 

     

  

BIO Digital Goal BIO Digital Goal 

ImmunoPrecise is looking forward to discussing Talem 
pipeline partnering opportunities and to share how 
ImmunoPrecise’s discovery technologies can support 
and accelerate the critically important research efforts of 
companies developing therapeutic antibodies. 
 

InMed’s primary goal for attending the BIO Convention 
is to meet with potential pharmaceutical company 
partners who are interested in co-developing or in-
licensing rare cannabinoid-based drug candidates to 
treat diseases that may benefit from such therapies.  
InMed is currently focused on dermatology and ocular 
diseases. 
 

 

https://www.immunoprecise.com/
https://twitter.com/immunoprecise
https://www.linkedin.com/company/immunoprecise-antibodies-ltd./
https://www.inmedpharma.com/
https://twitter.com/inmedpharma
https://www.linkedin.com/company/inmedpharma


Mesentech   Microbion Pharma 
     

Mesentech makes bi-specific small-molecule 
therapeutics that are selective for both a tissue target 
and a molecular target. These chemical conjugates 
liberate the active pharmaceutical only in the targeted 
tissue thereby eliminating side effects caused by 
systemic exposure. Mesentech’s lead program is a 
bone-targeted anabolic that stimulates bone 
regeneration. It is indicated for severe pediatric 
osteoporosis caused by brittle bone disease, Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy and as a consequence of steroid 
treatment. 

Microbion is a clinical stage biotechnology company 
developing pravibismane, the first in a new class of anti-
infectives with potent anti-biofilm activity for the 
treatment of chronic, biofilm driven infections.  Our 
Orphan Drug designated, inhaled pravibismane 
program currently receives funding support from CARB-
X and the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, and is eligible for 
further funding support through phase 1 studies, 
expected to start late 2021/early 2022. Topical 
pravibismane is in Phase 2 development for diabetic 
foot infection. 

  

 

  

 

   
 

 

   
 

 

  

BIO Digital Goal BIO Digital Goal 

Mesentech is looking forward to building relationships 
with potential partners and begin conversations with 
investors. 

Microbion Pharma is looking to fundraise for Series B 
and regional partnerships for ongoing clinical 
programs. 
 

 

https://mesentech.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mesentech
https://microbioncorp.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/microbion-corporation


NervGen Pharma 

 

  Novateur Ventures 

     

NervGen is restoring life’s potential by creating 
innovative solutions for the treatment of nerve damage 
and neurodegenerative diseases. The company is 
developing drugs for the treatment of multiple sclerosis, 
spinal cord injury and Alzheimer’s disease. NervGen’s 
platform technology targets protein tyrosine 
phosphatase sigma (“PTPσ”), a neural receptor that 
impedes nerve repair. Inhibition of the PTPσ receptor 
has been shown to promote regeneration and 
remyelination of damaged nerves, as well as 
improvement of nerve function in animal models for 
various medical conditions. 

We provide innovation for life science, virtually, 
anywhere & anytime. In the life science industry most 
products, drugs or devices, fail not because they have 
an inherent flaw, but because they are not properly 
developed due to lack of experience, planning, and 
resources. Our mission is to change that—one client at a 
time. Our team consists of 200+ advisors globally who 
have taken several concepts in therapeutics and medical 
devices from bench to bedside to market and 
commercialization successfully. 

  

 

 
 

     
 

 

   
 
 

  

BIO Digital Goal  

NervGen Pharma is looking to network with Pharma and 
potential partners for our technology in the future. 

 

 

 

https://www.nervgen.com/
https://twitter.com/nervgenp
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nervgen-pharma-corp
https://www.novateur.ca/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/novateur-ventures-inc-/


Oak Bay Biosciences   Primary Peptides 

     

Oak Bay Biosciences (OBB) is developing a best-in-class 
aptamer-based therapeutic for Stagardt disease, a 
genetic disease that causes progressive and irreversible 
blindness. The molecule has potential to service a 
serious unmet need and to become a blockbuster 
ophthalmology drug. 

Primary Peptides Inc is a clinical-stage targeted protein 
degradation platform technology company. We are 
developing novel peptide therapeutics using two 
platform technologies: 1) peptide array for identifying, 
targeting, and disrupting specific protein-protein 
interactions; 2) Chaperone-mediated Autophagy 
Protein Degradation Technology (CHAPTAC) that has 
advantages over small molecule PROTAC technology in 
degrading proteins of interest and can replace 
antisense and siRNA technology platforms in many 
indications with greater specificity and greater temporal 
precision. 

  

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

 
   

 BIO Digital Goal 

 Primary Peptides is seeking partnerships for their assets 
and to work on partner’s targets. 
   

https://oakbaybio.com/
https://twitter.com/oakbaybio
https://www.linkedin.com/company/oak-bay-biosciences-inc/
https://www.primarypeptides.com/


PROOF Centre of Excellence   Qu Biologics 
    

The Centre of Excellence for the Prevention of Organ 
Failure (PROOF Centre) is a unique not-for-profit 
organization, founded in 2008 and co-hosted by the 
University of British Columbia and Providence Health 
Care in Vancouver, Canada. PROOF Centre’s mandate is 
to produce high value 'omics-based blood tests that 
address pressing healthcare needs. Our tests enable 
identification of disease presence, rate of progression, 
and therapeutic responsiveness.  

Qu Biologics is a clinical stage biotech company with a 
uniquely positioned immunotherapy platform that 
restores innate immunity, including all the cells and 
roles of innate immunity, in a targeted organ-specific 
manner. Qu has published proof of principle, with 
transformative potential in oncology, inflammatory 
bowel disease, asthma, COPD and infection, with 
compelling results from four Phase 2 clinical trials in 
lung cancer and IBD, with a 5th Phase 2 study underway 
in colon cancer.  

  

 

 

 
 

     
 

 

     
 

 

  

BIO Digital Goal BIO Digital Goal 

PROOF Centre of Excellence is looking to connect with 
organizations that may 1) be looking to augment their 
research through innovative omics based biomarkers, 2) 
require biomarker development, data analytics and 
artificial intelligence support, 3) be interested in in-
licensing our omics biomarker IP in the cardiovascular 
and respirology space. 

Qu Biologics is looking forward to discussions with 
potential Pharma partners and  discussions with 
VCs/institutional investors regarding USD$35M funding 
round. 
 
 

 

http://www.proofcentre.ca/
https://twitter.com/proofcentre
https://www.linkedin.com/company/proof-centre/
https://www.qubiologics.com/
https://twitter.com/qubiologics
https://www.linkedin.com/company/qu-biologics-inc


School of Biomedical 
Engineering, UBC 

  Shackelford Pharma 
 

    

Created in 2017 through a partnership between the 
Faculties of Applied Science and Medicine, and enabled 
by the leadership of British Columbia’s provincial 
government, the SBME is unique as UBC’s first 
inter-faculty school and as Canada’s living laboratory for 
new models of convergent research and education. With 
access to world-leading research infrastructure, and with 
close partnerships with our research-intensive hospitals 
and local industry, the School aims to provide a clear 
route from the discovery of new fundamental 
biomedical technologies to their innovative application 
and development to benefit human health. 

Shackelford Pharma is an early-stage biopharmaceutical 
company dedicated to advancing evidence-based 
cannabinoid therapies for unmet medical needs. 
Shackelford is focused on becoming a global leader in 
the development and commercialization of 
cannabinoid-based medicine. 
 

  

  
 

     
 

 

     
   

BIO Digital Goal BIO Digital Goal 

The School of Biomedical Engineering is looking 
forward to connecting with potential research partners in 
the areas of cell and molecular engineering, human 
interfacing devices and imaging & computational 
biology. They’d also like to discuss opportunities around 
trainee engagement and early-stage venture incubation. 

Shackelford Pharma is seeking potential partners for ex-
US out-licensing; also for potential co-development of 
pipeline assets. In addition, they are interested in in-
licensing drug candidates and IP in the neurology and 
endocannabinoid areas from universities or companies. 
 

 

https://www.bme.ubc.ca/
https://twitter.com/bme_ubc
https://www.linkedin.com/school/sbme-ubc/
https://www.shackelfordpharma.com/
https://twitter.com/shackpharma
https://www.linkedin.com/company/shackelford-pharma/


Sirona Biochem   STEMCELL Technologies 
     

Sirona Biochem is a biotech company focused on 
creating patented, commercial compounds through 
unique chemistry. Sirona’s wholly owned subsidiary, 
TFChem, has developed a fluorination chemistry that 
can improve the efficacy and safety of carbohydrate-
based molecules by stabilizing them. Carbohydrate 
molecules perform a variety of roles in living organisms 
and are essential to life. Their importance to life makes 
them valuable for the development of therapeutics and 
cosmeceuticals. 

STEMCELL Technologies is a Canadian biotechnology 
company that helps power leading-edge life science 
research globally. We offer highly specialized cell 
culture media, cell separation products, instruments, 
accessory products and educational tools that support 
scientists performing stem cell, immunology, cancer, 
regenerative medicine and cellular therapy research. As 
Scientists Helping Scientists, STEMCELL is driven by a 
passion for quality, performance and innovation. 
 

  

 

 

 

     
 

 

     
 

 

  

BIO Digital Goal  

Sirona Biochem has developed 2 clinical stage assets 
that have both been successfully partnered, but not 
exclusively. They are seeking partners for the compound 
TFC-1067 as a hydroquinone replacement as well as 
global partners for their SGLT2 inhibitor for type 2 
diabetes. They also have an anti-aging compound (and 
library). The lead has shown unique and exceptional 
results in cell protection in early-stage studies. 
 

 

 

https://www.sironabiochem.com/
https://twitter.com/sironabiochem
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sirona-biochem-corp./
https://www.stemcell.com/
https://twitter.com/stemcelltech
https://www.linkedin.com/company/stemcell-technologies/


Virogin Biotech 
 

  XCO Tech 

    
 

 

Virogin Biotech Specializes in innovative immune-
oncolytic Therapeutics. Led by our experienced 
leadership with over 25 years of experience in 
fundamental research, translational and clinical 
development of immunotherapy & oncolytic 
virotherapy, we are determined to bring novel oncolytic 
solutions to market for the benefit of the patient. 

 

XCO was established in 2015 with the objective of 
bringing precision motion, biometrics and cognitive 
assessment technologies that are simple, portable, and 
cost-effective for healthcare, rehabilitation and sport 
performance markets. The proprietary eXact Positioning 
System (XPS) is based on ultrawideband radio 
frequency technology. Our complete line of products 
will provide coaches, clinicians and researchers real-
time, continuous data with accuracy previously 
attainable only through prohibitively expensive 
infrastructure. 

  

 

 

 
 

     
 

 

     
 
 

  

 BIO Digital Goal 
 XCO Tech is looking forward to network their current 

equity raise and grow their ecosystem of digital health 
partners. This includes virtual care providers (e.g. 
telehealth) that would like to integrate the next 
generation of chronic disease management and remote 
patient monitoring medical devices into their products. 

https://virogin.com/
https://twitter.com/virogin_biotech
https://www.linkedin.com/company/viroginbiotech
https://xco.io/
https://twitter.com/xcotech
https://www.linkedin.com/company/xco


 

Zymeworks 
 

   
    

Zymeworks is a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical 
company dedicated to the development of next-
generation multifunctional biotherapeutics. Zymeworks’ 
suite of therapeutic platforms and its fully integrated 
drug development engine enable precise engineering 
of highly differentiated product candidates. Zymeworks’ 
lead clinical candidate, zanidatamab (ZW25), is a novel 
bispecific antibody which is currently enrolling in a 
pivotal clinical trial for refractory HER2-amplified biliary 
tract cancer (HERIZON-BTC-01) as well as several Phase 
2 clinical trials for HER2-expressing gastroesophageal 
and breast cancers. 

 
 

 
 

The BC Delegation to BIO Digital 
is generously supported by the 

Ministry of Jobs, Economic 
Recovery and Innovation 

  

 

 
 

     
 
  

  

  
 

https://www.zymeworks.com/
https://twitter.com/zymeworksinc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/zymeworks/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


